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REMEMBERING LISA MARIE 
PRESLEY 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
profound sadness to mark the passing of a 
daughter of Memphis and a world-renowned 
ambassador of American music and culture, 
Lisa Marie Presley. Lisa Marie passed on Jan-
uary 12 at the age of 54. Her life was cele-
brated this past Sunday at Graceland, in 
Memphis, where she is buried with her father, 
Elvis, and her 27-year-old son, Benjamin 
Storm Keough, in the mansion’s Memorial 
Garden. Lisa Marie was born in Memphis on 
February 1, 1968, and the event made head-
lines around the world. She remained in the 
limelight throughout her life, bestowing her 
charm on her hometown by unveiling the U.S. 
postage stamp honoring her father in Mem-
phis, leading her own musical career, nur-
turing her father’s legacy, and remembering 
Graceland as a place of refuge even though 
she was there when her father passed away 
in 1977. As befits a rock ’n roll legend with 3 
well-regarded studio albums, she was given a 
star-studded send off on a cold and dreary 
day with her mother, Priscilla, reciting a poem; 
Sarah, the Duchess of York and a friend, re-
membering her lost son; and Alanis 
Morissette, Billy Corgan, the Blackwood Broth-
ers Quartet, and Axl Rose offering musical 
tributes. The service was bookended by Jason 
Clark and The Tennessee Mass Choir, who 
began with ‘‘Amazing Grace.’’ It was an honor 
to attend the celebration of her life in front of 
Graceland along with ‘‘Elvis’’ director Baz 
Luhrmann; actor Austin Butler, who portrayed 
Elvis in Luhrmann’s film; Jerry Schilling, one 
of Elvis’ closest friends and a family con-
fidante; former Memphis and Shelby County 
Mayor A C Wharton; Memphis Mayor Jim 
Strickland; and an estimated 5,000 fans. I 
wish to express my deepest condolences to 
Lisa Marie’s mother, my friend Priscilla, Lisa 
Marie’s daughters, actress Riley Keough and 
twins Harper Vivienne Ann Lockwood and Fin-
ley Aaron Love Lockwood, and all who knew 
and loved her. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CITY 
MANAGER CATHERINE COOK 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service of Ms. Catherine Cook of 
Hope, Arkansas. 

Ms. Cook has honorably served the city of 
Hope since 1990 and has been City Manager 
since 1996. Local officials like Ms. Cook are 
the backbone of America, as they assess and 

address the needs of their communities. As 
City Manager, she was instrumental in main-
taining and improving the infrastructure of the 
City of Hope. She has also been active in the 
community outside of her work as City Man-
ager. This work helped Hope flourish, and the 
impact of her projects are being felt daily by 
local families and businesses. Thanks to all 
that Ms. Cook has done, future generations of 
Hope residents will have a legacy they can 
build on and be proud to share. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank City Manager Cook for 
her 32 years of service and dedication to the 
people of Hope. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MARZETTE ‘‘MARZY’’ BED-
FORD-BILLINGHURST, LONGTIME 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEE AND CIVIL 
SERVANT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
woman who has contributed so much to this 
Congress and this country: Marzette ‘Marzy’ 
Bedford-Billinghurst. After more than 3 dec-
ades in federal service, she recently began 
her well-earned retirement. As someone who 
has had the privilege of working closely with 
Marzy in the past, I can personally attest to 
her virtues as a sharp, dedicated, and gen-
erous federal civil servant and American. She 
deserves recognition for her many deeds in 
service to this Nation. 

Our work together began back in 1988 
when Marzy joined my legislative staff. As my 
Senior Legislative Assistant, she quickly be-
came an indispensable advisor on a broad 
range of issues. From formulating and drafting 
key legislation to taking meetings with con-
stituents and stakeholders, Marzy approached 
every part of the job with admirable enthu-
siasm and poise. She brought that same work 
ethic to the House Committee on the District 
of Columbia in 1993. Although we were sad to 
see Marzy leave our team, we knew she 
would always go wherever she was able to 
make the biggest difference in the lives of her 
fellow Americans. Indeed, that’s what took her 
to the Department of Labor in 1995. 

As an important official in DOL’s Women’s 
Bureau, Marzy was at the forefront of the ef-
fort to create more equitable and inclusive 
workplaces for women across the Nation. She 
helped advance initiatives addressing every-
thing from sexual harassment to gender, 
wage, and pregnancy discrimination in the 
workplace. Marzy also understood that faithful 
service to the federal government requires one 
to hold it to the same principles of equality, 
justice, and freedom that underpin our entire 
democracy. That’s why she pushed DOL to 
create designated rooms in its headquarters 
where mothers could breastfeed and pump in 
privacy. Marzy’s unyielding devotion to her 

crucial work earned her dozens of awards and 
honors over the years—including Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’s Hammer Award and, most re-
cently, DOL’s Distinguished Career Service 
Award. Anyone boasting such an impressive 
list of accomplishments and accolades could 
rest easy knowing they did far more than their 
fair share to leave their country better than 
they found it. Marzy’s commitment to service, 
however, extended beyond her career. 

Throughout her decades working for the 
federal government, Marzy continued to de-
vote much of her spare time to bettering her 
community. Between 2005 and 2012, for in-
stance, she served as a House Manager for 
the Sacred Heart House Temporary Homeless 
Shelter for Women and Children in Denver, 
supporting women and families in need face- 
to-face. She also has served on the Board of 
Directors of the Denver chapter of Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG). After Hurricane Katrina devastated 
numerous communities in 2005, Marzy 
stepped up and volunteered to help with relief 
efforts for 30 days as part of a DOL delegation 
to the Federal Emergency Management Ad-
ministration. Marzy made all these contribu-
tions through her work and her volunteering 
while simultaneously raising 2 incredible sons, 
Kahler and Cameron, with her husband Mark. 
If that weren’t enough, her neighbors also en-
trusted her to serve as the captain of their 
local Democratic precinct and as their dele-
gate to the Democratic National Convention in 
2008. They recognized what I and everyone 
else who has had the pleasure to know Marzy 
have seen: she is a person of integrity—some-
one who will always stand up for what is right. 

That will remain true even as Marzy begins 
her retirement from federal service. I have no 
doubt that she will continue to help those in 
need, strengthen her community, and speak 
up for the principles she devoted her career to 
promoting. I often say that dedication and reli-
ability are the 2 most critical traits in our fed-
eral civil service. Marzy exemplifies both. She 
has inspired many to follow in her footsteps 
and serve our country. Although the many 
friends and colleagues Marzy has made over 
the years will surely miss her guidance and 
expertise, I know I speak for all of us in wish-
ing her and her family well as she begins this 
exciting new chapter. She has my thanks as 
well as the gratitude of this House and the 
American people. May Marzy enjoy a happy 
and satisfying retirement. She has earned it. 

f 

APPRECIATING MRS. JACKIE 
AUTRY’S REFUGEE STAND 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend a great American for her inspiring 
clarion call to support refugees. Jackie Autry, 
the widow of the crooning cowboy singer and 
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film actor Gene Autry, placed an advertise-
ment in Tuesday’s New York Times, warning 
that denying entry to refugees at the Southern 
Border will give the United States ‘‘another 
black eye.’’ She compared the errors being 
made today to the slaughter of Native Ameri-
cans, the enslavement of Africans, and the de-
nial of entry to the M.S. St. Louis with more 
than 900 Jewish refugees during World War II. 
‘‘The current tragedy at the Southern Border 
will rank up there with these three,’’ she wrote. 
Gene Autry gave up a career in Hollywood 
and international stardom to fight for our coun-
try in World War II, Mrs. Autry noted, and he 
would be offended at the treatment of refu-
gees ‘‘turned . . . away in the freezing tem-
peratures of Christmas Eve.’’ She added: ‘‘We 
can’t find workers in this country, but Con-
gress will keep refugees out who want to 
work.’’ She called on all who can ‘‘to protect 
those who need protection and do what is 
right.’’ I could not say it better and am proud 
to amplify her thoughtful and courageous 
statement. Thank you, Mrs. Autry. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ED 
BOWMAN 

HON. TROY BALDERSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to rise today to pay tribute to the mem-
ory of a Zanesville, Ohio legend, Coach Ed 
Bowman. 

Born in 1928, Coach Bowman served in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War and re-
turned home to a 36-year career with the 
United States Postal Service as a beloved 
local mail carrier. 

Ed coached the St Thomas 7th and 8th 
Grade Boys Basketball for over 40 years, 
mentoring hundreds—if not thousands—of 
players during his tenure. 

In recognition of his service, Coach Bow-
man was inducted into the Rosecrans Athletic 
Boosters Hall of Fame, Zanesville Daybreak 
Rotary Club Community Service Award in 
2015 and is a Member of ‘‘Forever Dads Leg-
acy of Fatherhood’’ Class of 2018. 

Coach Bowman leaves behind a lasting leg-
acy in the Zanesville community. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICA’S STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
FROM CHINA ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 12, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pro-
vide remarks on H.R. 22. Republicans brought 
H.R. 22, the Protecting America’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve from China Act, to the 
House Floor today to prohibit selling oil from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to China. 

This legislation would not be necessary if 
the previous Republican majority hadn’t lifted 
a ban on crude oil exports, in place since 
1975, at the urging of their Big Oil friends in 
2015. 

China has now exploited this harmful Re-
publican policy change by purchasing and 
stockpiling American crude oil. U.S. exports of 
crude oil to China increased nearly 100-fold 
under President Trump. During the Trump ad-
ministration, U.S. oil companies sent over 391 
million barrels of crude oil to China. 

House Democrats had legislation (the Buy 
low and Sell High Act) that would go further to 
protect American interests by not only banning 
the export of Strategic Petroleum Reserve oil 
to China, but also to adversaries such as 
North Korea, Russia, Iran, and any other 
country under U.S. sanctions. If Republicans 
really wanted to tackle this issue, they would 
have worked with us in a bipartisan manner to 
pass this legislation last Congress. 

Republicans passed this legislation to fix a 
political problem they created for themselves, 
which in the end, doesn’t solve the problem. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MARION COUNTY 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 200th anniversary of Marion County, 
Illinois. 

Known as the ‘‘Gateway of Little Egypt,’’ 
Marion County was organized January 24, 
1823, and was named in honor of Revolu-
tionary War General Francis Marion. General 
Marion pioneered the use of irregular warfare 
against the British during the American Revo-
lution, with his tactics forming a part of the 
modern-day military doctrine of the U.S. 
Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment. 

Marion County is closely tied to the liveli-
hood and commerce of agriculture, the devel-
opment and expansion of railroads, and the 
discovery of natural resources including coal 
and oil. Today, 95 percent of the more than 
1,000 farms in Marion County are proudly 
family-owned, and they grow some of the best 
soybeans, corn, and wheat in the nation. 

I congratulate the residents, churches, com-
munity leaders, farmers, families, and factory 
workers on their contributions to their county 
and country and commend the generations of 
dedicated Marion County leaders who made 
the last 200 years so productive. I look for-
ward to the many achievements to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. MCKINLEY 
‘‘MACK’’ WILBOURN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to rise today, to ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations to an extraor-
dinary entrepreneur, corporate leader, philan-
thropist, political savant, patron of the arts and 
friend of longstanding, Mr. McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ 
Wilbourn. On Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 
friends, family, leaders in commerce, govern-
ment, and others from across the country, 
gathered at the High Museum of Art, 1280 
Peachtree Street NE, in Atlanta, Georgia to 

participate in ‘‘The Mack Trilogy’’ celebrating 
50 years of excellence in business, Mack’s 
79th birthday and launching The Mack 
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation. It was a fitting 
tribute to a man who through hard work and 
perseverance used his God-given ‘‘talent’’, 
grew it to the pinnacle of financial success, 
and is reaching back to lift others behind him. 

Mack Wilbourn, a native of Magnolia, Arkan-
sas, attended Tucson High School and the 
University of Arizona where he majored in ac-
counting. From one of his first jobs as a youth 
at Jack in the Box, he began his experience 
in the restaurant industry and in 1971, along 
with his partner, Brad Hubbert, became one of 
the first minority McDonald’s franchisees in the 
Atlanta area, growing to 4 restaurants and 150 
employees. His current franchises include At-
lanta Bread & Bar, Baja Fresh Mexican, 
Famiglia Pizza, Phillips Seafood, Popeyes and 
We Juice It at Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport. He is managing partner of MWJ, LLC, 
a vending company and has managed the 
Coca Cola Vending locations throughout the 
Atlanta airport since 2004. He started an angel 
investment firm focused on startup businesses 
that could potentially compete on the next 
level with proper resources and guidance. 

Mack has pursued joint business opportuni-
ties as a consultant with Parodies Midfield 
Corporation, The Rouse Corporation (Under-
ground Atlanta), and Service America Cor-
poration (Fulton County Jail Foodservice), 
started the first Popeye’s Chicken in an airport 
and his Edy’s Ice Cream, also at the airport, 
and became an Olympic Licensee for color 
changing mugs for the Atlanta 1996 Olympic 
Games. 

Mack has earned numerous awards and 
been recognized by the Atlanta Business 
League, Minority Business Entrepreneur, Fran-
chise Update, Georgia Restaurant Association, 
City of College Park, the Atlanta Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, among many. Always politi-
cally active, he has hosted 4 Democratic 
Presidents: Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Barrack 
Obama; and Joe Biden; as well as Congres-
sional, State and local leaders from Mayor 
Maynard Jackson and Ambassador Andrew 
Young to Reverend Senator Raphael 
Warnock. 

Believing that service is the rent we pay for 
the space we occupy on this earth, Mack has 
been a servant leader in the larger community 
with Atlanta Business League, Butler Street 
YMCA, The Urban League, the NAACP, Zoo 
Atlanta, The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center, 
The National Black Arts Festival, The Atlanta 
Tip Off Club, Brain Injury Association of Geor-
gia, The High Museum and Center for Pup-
petry Arts and numerous youth organizations. 

Mack serves on the boards of Georgia Pri-
mary Bank, The Center Helping Obesity in 
Children End Successfully (CHOICES), The 
Piedmont Foundation, the Smithsonian Na-
tional Portrait Gallery Museum, and the Demo-
cratic National Finance Committee. Moreover, 
he is an active member of Salem Bible 
Church. 

Mack Wilbourn has accomplished much in 
his 79 years of life. However, as a man of 
deep faith he knows that none of it would 
have been possible without the Grace of God 
and the love and support of his family includ-
ing his sons, McKenzie and Marquis along 
with his 3 grandchildren. 

It has been said that the true person of suc-
cess is not the one who climbs the ladder of 
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life with 2 hands but climbs with 1 hand and 
reaches back with the other. Mack is reaching 
back as he launches the McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ 
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation to transform, in-
spire and provide opportunities for the under-
served in the areas of Art and Culture, Entre-
preneurship and Financial Literacy. His vision 
is to revolutionize the outlook and provide life 
changing opportunities for marginalized com-
munities. 

Mr. Speaker, McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ Wilbourn has 
done so much for so many for so long. I there-
fore ask my colleagues to join my wife, Vivian, 
and me, along with the other Members of the 
Georgia Congressional Delegation and all 
those whose lives Mack has touched, in ex-
tending our heartfelt congratulations and best 
wishes on 50 years of excellence in business, 
79 years of life and the launching of the 
McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ Wilbourn Legacy Founda-
tion. To God be the Glory. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND LEWIS 
GUNTER 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a beloved faith and community 
leader. Reverend Lewis Gunter transitioned 
from this life on January 11, 2023, but indel-
ible mark on the State of South Carolina re-
mains. 

Rev. Gunter was born on April 13, 1930, in 
Lexington County, South Carolina to the late 
Mr. Cellus and Mrs. Beulah Gunter. He at-
tended public school in Lexington County be-
fore moving to Aiken, South Carolina, where 
he graduated from Schofield High School. He 
pursued higher education at Benedict College 
in Columbia, South Carolina. He was com-
mitted to helping those in need and earned his 
bachelor’s degree in social work. 

Rev. Gunter got his early spiritual education 
at Hall Hill Baptist Church in Pelion, South 
Carolina. The first church he pastored was Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, in Gadsden, South 
Carolina. He would continue to preach the 
gospel in Richland County, pastoring Gill 
Creek Baptist Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina, and Jerusalem Baptist Church in 
Hopkins, South Carolina. On October 20, 
1976, Rev. Gunter founded Gunter’s Chapel 
Baptist Church with 22 charter members in a 
temporary space. Under his leadership the 
congregation grew and prospered, and in 
1993 the church opened the doors of its 
newly-built sanctuary. Throughout his career, 
he traveled the country conducting revivals 
and was active in several Christian organiza-
tions. After loyally guiding his congregation for 
46 years and serving in the Ministry for 60 
years, Rev. Gunter retired in 2022. I was 
pleased to be invited by his family and friends 
to keynote the retirement banquet that was 
held in his honor. 

He lived out his values through other chan-
nels of service to his community, city, state, 
and country. He served in the U.S. Navy for 
four years, in addition to his work with the 
U.S. Postal Service. Rev. Gunter was deeply 
connected to the land and was elected to 
serve as the Soil and Water District Commis-
sioner for Richland County for six years. He 

additionally served as Minority Advisor for the 
Department of Agriculture for Calhoun and 
Richland Counties and was the state chaplain 
for the South Carolina Soil and Water Con-
servation. 

Rev. Gunter was a dedicated family man 
and was married to Lue E. Pearson Gunter for 
fifty-five years before her passing. They are 
lovingly remembered by their son, three 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring the life of Rev-
erend Lewis Gunter. He faithfully pastored 
those in his congregation, dedicating his life to 
his church and his community. His legacy will 
live on in all those who were blessed to know 
him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. KEITH COPELIN 
FERDINAND 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Keith C. Ferdinand for 
his recognition as a 2023 Southern University 
at New Orleans Center for African and African 
American Studies Living Legend. Dr. Ferdi-
nand is receiving this high honor because of 
his dedicated service to the citizens of New 
Orleans as a Cardiovascular Physician. For 
over 40 years, Dr. Ferdinand has endeavored 
to improve the health and lives of African 
Americans and other high risk, marginalized 
populations. He has devoted his life in medi-
cine to eliminating the health disparities of 
New Orleans’ most ostracized. people. In light 
of all of the aforementioned professional trib-
utes, the roles he most treasures are devoted 
son, sibling, father, and husband. 

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA, 
FASH, FNLA began his medical career with a 
BA in biology from the University of New Orle-
ans. He then went on to earn an MD from 
Howard University College of Medicine in 
Washington, DC, an internship at the US Pub-
lic Health Hospital in New Orleans, an internal 
medicine residency and cardiology fellowship 
at LSU Medical Center and a cardiology fel-
lowship at Howard University Hospital, Wash-
ington, D.C. Following his years of doing clin-
ical work, research and teaching at Xavier 
University, LSU, Baylor College of Medicine, 
and Emory University, Dr. Ferdinand returned 
to New Orleans as a Professor of Clinical 
Medicine at the Tulane University Heart and 
Vascular Institute. 

Dr. Ferdinand has been heavily involved in 
many national organizations concerned with 
public health, including the Association of 
Black Cardiologists, of which he was the 
former Chair and Chief Science Officer, the 
American Society of Hypertension, of which he 
was a board member, and the Healthy Heart 
Community Prevention Program, a cardio-
vascular risk program targeting African Amer-
ican and other highrisk populations. He is the 
immediate-past Chair of the National Forum 
for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention, 
which provides the leadership and encourage-
ment for collaboration among over 65 organi-
zations. Dr. Ferdinand focuses largely on car-
diac risk factor evaluation and control, espe-
cially hypertension and hyperlipidemia, includ-

ing communities of racial and ethnic minori-
ties. He has had over 100 manuscripts pub-
lished and has a strong media presence. His 
passion for patient care is highlighted by his 
commitment to non-profit work and community 
service. In 2015 he was inducted into the As-
sociation of University Cardiologists. He also 
focused on improving patient care and elimi-
nating health disparities by race, ethnicity, so-
cioeconomic status, or gender through re-
search and academic interests. 

I am humbled to personally know such a 
great physician, who has done so much to im-
prove the lives of countless residents across 
my district. We are so honored to have Dr. 
Ferdinand, a true advocate for patient care. 

f 

APPRECIATING CONGRESSMAN 
ARTHUR RAVENEL, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, former Congressman Arthur Ravenel en-
tered into eternal rest on January 16th. Con-
gressman Ravenel was a pioneer in devel-
oping the modern Republican party in 1960, 
when there were no Republican elected offi-
cials at any level in South Carolina. In 2022, 
all statewide officials are Republican, with 
super majorities in the State House and Sen-
ate, being the largest Republican majorities at 
every level in 150 years. I especially appre-
ciated his encouragement to begin a Teen 
Age Republican Club with State Party Vice 
Chairwoman Julia Ravenel Dougherty at the 
High School of Charleston for the presidential 
campaign of Senator Barry Goldwater. It is ap-
propriate that the following tribute for Arthur 
Ravenel be provided. 

Arthur Ravenel, Jr. was born March 29, 
1927, to Mary Allen Boykin and Arthur 
Ravenel in Charleston, SC. He was raised on 
his father’s small farm in St. Andrew’s Parish. 
He attended public schools and was an Eagle 
Scout. After his graduation from St. Andrew’s 
High School, he volunteered for the United 
States Marine Corps and was called to duty 
on his 18th birthday. After his service with the 
Marine Corps, he attended The College of 
Charleston on the GI Bill and graduated in 
1950 with a degree in history. His first job was 
with the Westvaco Paper Mill as a laborer and 
in 1952 he started a home improvement busi-
ness and built it into a successful general con-
tracting and real estate firm so that he was 
able to retire at the age of 50 and devote his 
full energies to public service. 

Mr. Ravenel began his career in politics in 
1953 when he was elected to the SC House 
of Representatives where he served until 1958 
and earned a reputation for being a conserva-
tionist. In the early 1960’s he was instrumental 
in helping to build the modern day Republican 
Party, serving as the First District Chairman, 
the state finance chairman and as a Gold-
water Delegate to the GOP Convention in San 
Francisco in 1964. In those early days of the 
GOP, he ran several unsuccessful races for 
the SC Senate and finally, in 1980 he and 
Glenn McConnell were elected as Republicans 
to the State Senate. In 1986 he ran for the 
US.Congress upon the retirement of Thomas 
Hartnett and served four terms in Washington. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE46 January 24, 2023 
In 1994, he ran for Governor but was defeated 
in the GOP Primary. In 1996, upon the re-
quest of Mayor Harry Hallman of Mt. Pleasant, 
he again ran for the SC Senate and led the ef-
fort to find the funding to replace the aging 
Cooper River Bridges. With the enthusiastic 
help of many, he accomplished the mission. 
The next year, frustrated with the failing 
schools in Charleston County, he again of-
fered himself for public service and was elect-
ed to The Charleston County School Board. 

During his long public service, Mr. Ravenel 
was affectionately known as ‘‘Cousin Arthur’’ 
for his tireless work on behalf of his constitu-
ents. In addition to helping find funding for the 
new bridge, he was also responsible for help-
ing to secure the initial funding from the Gen-
eral Assembly to procure the Avery Institute at 
the College of Charleston. He was also instru-
mental in the creation of the Low Country 
Graduate Center, a cooperative venture of 
MUSC, The College of Charleston, The Cita-
del, USC and Clemson, through his efforts 
with the Charleston County Legislative Dele-
gation and was particularly proud that it was 
done without the necessity of legislative ac-
tion. 

After the birth of his son, William, who has 
Down’s Syndrome, he became a passionate 
advocate in creating and promoting services 
for the developmentally disabled and served 
as president of the SC Association for Re-
tarded Children. He sponsored legislation with 
Senator Bill Mescher of Berkeley County to 
prevent The Department of Disabilities from 
closing any of its habitation centers without a 
vote of the General Assembly. 

A lifelong conservationist and environ-
mentalist, he was successful in getting passed 
an amendment to the State Appropriations Bill 
to assign a modest percentage of the docu-
mentary stamp revenues to purchase and pro-
tect South Carolina’s natural and cultural herit-
age sites for the Heritage Land Trust Fund, 
which owns over a hundred thousand acres. 
He with his wife, Jean Rickenbaker Ravenel, 
have placed conservation easements over 
some of their own properties. 

In 1995, he was asked by Governor David 
Beasley to head up the newly formed Rede-
velopment Authority created to breathe new 
life into the closed Charleston Naval Base. 
Within a few months, he successfully guided 
the RDA to lease out vital portions of the in-
dustrial area, including the dry docks leased to 
a local firm. He also assisted the Academic 
Magnet School in to finding a new home on 
the Old Naval Base. When he left to return to 
the Senate, the RDA was well on the road to 
the outstanding success it now enjoys. 

A life member of The Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Mr. Ravenel was very proud of his 
grandfather, Edward Ravenel, who served as 
a courier on General Hardee’s staff at The 
Battle of Bentonville in NC. Private Ravenel 
had been a member of the Stono Scouts 
which was made up of men from The Sea Is-
lands surrounding Charleston and was led by 
Captain Walpole. While in the Senate, Mr. 
Ravenel was active in negotiations to remove 
the Confederate Battle Flag from the State 
House Dome to the Soldiers’ Monument in the 
front of the Capitol. 

During his service on the Charleston County 
School Board, he was most proud of leading 
the contentious and successful battle that re-
sulted in the opening of the Math and Science 
Charter School. 

A life long member of The French Huguenot 
Church, he was active in the revitalization of 
the church and traveled around the world 
interviewing prospective clergy for the reopen-
ing of the church. He served on its board for 
55 years. He has also been a member of the 
St. Johns Hunt Club, The South Carolina Soci-
ety, The Washington Light Infantry, The South 
Carolina Coastal Conservation League, The 
Carolina Yacht Club and The Fort Moultrie 
Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

He is survived by his brother, Edward 
Ravenel, his wife, Jean Rickenbaker Ravenel 
and his former wife, Louise Ravenel Dough-
erty, his six children; Suzanne Ravenel, Arthur 
Ravenel, III (Heidi), Reneé R. Brockinton (Har-
vey), Eva R. Ravenel (of the late René 
Ravenel), William Ravenel, all of Charleston, 
SC and Thomas J.J. Ravenel of Aiken, SC. 
Four step-children, Jean Elliott Manning, 
Heath Manning, Jr. (deceased), Mary Locke 
Olliphant (Murray), and Dibble R. Manning 
(Carla) and many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

The family wishes to express their apprecia-
tion to his wonderful caregivers Geraldine 
Jameson, Luc Maxineau, Philip Edles, Paul 
Dennis, and The Lutheran Hospice of South 
Carolina. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LEE KLEIN ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. MIKE FLOOD 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I want to 
congratulate Mr. Lee Klein of Norfolk, Ne-
braska on his retirement. 

Lee is a longtime public servant and advo-
cate for agriculture, who has traveled to doz-
ens of countries promoting our agricultural ex-
ports. Over the years, Lee has served in many 
capacities including Board Member for the Na-
tional Corn Growers Association, Madison 
County Commissioner, and State Senator in 
the Nebraska Unicameral. These are just a 
few of the many roles he’s played. 

Most recently, he served as a representative 
for my District Office, helping to connect agri-
cultural stakeholders to my work in Congress. 
He’s been an outstanding ambassador for the 
First Congressional District. 

On a more personal level, Lee has not only 
served on my staff, but he’s also been a great 
friend and neighbor. As a fellow Norfolk resi-
dent, he brought a valuable local perspective 
to the team and a desire to help keep the dis-
trict and our country moving forward. 

On behalf of the First District of Nebraska, 
I offer Lee congratulations and best wishes on 
his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
WILLA ‘‘WILLIE’’ CASH 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in rec-
ognition of Willa ‘‘Willie’’ Cash, a long-time 
resident and community mother of Detroit in 

Michigan’s 12th District Strong as we mourn 
her recent passing. 

Ms. Cash was born to the late Reed Barbee 
and Daisy Lilly Glass Barbee in Ripley, Ten-
nessee on August 21, 1937. She graduated 
from Osceola High School in Osceola Arkan-
sas and graduated from Wilson Junior College 
in Chicago, Illinois with an associate degree in 
business. Willa was introduced to her late hus-
band, James E. Cash, by a mutual friend and 
they married in 1962. They later gave birth to 
fraternal twins, La’Tanya and La’Trece, James 
and Willa were married 53 years at the time 
of his passing in 2015. Willa worked at Realco 
Company and James at Sears, Roebuck & 
Co. in Chicago, Illinois and in 1979 the family 
moved to Detroit. 

Ms. Cash’s work touched the lives of many 
when she transitioned to working for the State 
of Michigan Department of Unemployment 
Services, and later the Michigan Department 
of Human Services, where she served as a 
Family Independence Specialist before retiring 
in 1999 after 26 years of service. 

Ms. Cash was a caring and concerned com-
munity member. She volunteered her time and 
energy with Unity Temple Apostolic Church of 
Detroit, the Greenwich Park Association Block 
Club, and she was a proud, lifelong registered 
voter, and a member-retiree of the UAW Re-
gion 1–A. Her hobbies included talking to her 
sister LaDora and friends daily, listening to her 
favorite gospel singer Lee Williams and the 
Spiritual QCs, and watching her favorite tele-
vision programs. 

Above all, Ms. Cash’s love, concern, and 
compassion for her family were extraordinary. 
Nothing compared to the special bond for her 
only grandchild A’uston who was the light of 
her world. She and her husband James gave 
A’uston all their energy and resources to as-
sist him in graduating college and becoming a 
successful overseas professional basketball 
player. They were extremely proud of him. 
She kept his college team poster in her trunk 
to show it off on occasion. 

Please join me in recognizing Ms. Willa 
Cash’s numerous contributions to our commu-
nity as we honor her memory. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, January 9, 2023, I missed a vote on 
the motion on ordering the Previous Question 
(H. Res. 5). I would have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on roll 
call vote No. 21. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND 
SERVICE OF SHERIFF JERRY 
SAUVE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the career and service of retiring 
Marinette County Sheriff, Jerry Sauve. 

Throughout his nearly 40 years in law en-
forcement, Sheriff Sauve has committed his 
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career to serving and protecting the people of 
Marinette County and Northeast Wisconsin. In 
1984, Sheriff Sauve began his career as a 
Deputy at the Marinette County Sheriff’s Office 
and gained numerous experiences that helped 
him throughout his 12 years as Sheriff. Over 
the years, Sheriff Sauve was able to witness 
the incredible evolution and growth in the 
Sheriff’s Office, specifically in DNA matching 
technology that resulted in the resolution of a 
40-year-old unsolved double homicide case. I 
commend Sheriff Sauve for his years of self-
less service and commitment to Marinette 
County. 

During his nearly 40 years in law enforce-
ment, Sheriff Sauve has proven himself to be 
a true leader in the County. Sheriff Sauve has 
taken part in the law enforcement response to 
many of the most remembered cases that 
Marinette County has witnessed. Sheriff 
Sauve is leaving behind a notable legacy that 
will be admired by generations of officers for 
years to come. After retirement, Sheriff Sauve 
plans to spend time with his grandchildren and 
will enjoy hunting and fishing at his cabin, and 
I am confident that he will continue to benefit 
the Northeast Wisconsin community. 

Mr. Speaker, today the people of Northeast 
Wisconsin thank Sheriff Jerry Sauve for his 
extraordinary devotion to his community. Sher-
iff Sauve’s dedication and selfless service to 
Marinette County is deserving of the highest 
degree of recognition and honor. I wish Sheriff 
Sauve and his family all the best in retirement. 

f 

REMEMBERING ANNIVERSARY OF 
‘‘BLACK JANUARY’’ IN AZER-
BAIJAN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the 33rd anniversary of the ‘‘Black Janu-
ary’’ killings in Azerbaijan. 

On the night of January 20, 1990, approxi-
mately 26,000 Soviet troops stormed Azer-
baijan’s capital city of Baku in tanks and ar-
mored vehicles. The Soviet military bulldozed 
and open fired on innocent Azerbaijanis and 
peaceful protestors, including women and chil-
dren. The attack resulted in 147 people killed, 
around 800 injured, 841 arrested, and 5 miss-
ing. I offer my thoughts and prayers to the 
families of those who gave their lives for the 
independence of Azerbaijan. 

Despite these merciless acts, the Azer-
baijani people continued to fight for their free-
dom and became independent in 1991. The 
United States was one of the first countries to 
recognize Azerbaijan’s independence and fully 
established diplomatic relations on February 
28, 1992. 

As the co-chairman of the Congressional 
Azerbaijan Caucus, I recognize the sacrifices 
of the Azerbaijani people in their steps toward 
a free-market economy and encourage a re-
commitment to the democratic values for 
which many Azerbaijanis sacrificed their lives. 

CELEBRATING THE FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF DEGRAY LAKE 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the cre-
ation of DeGray Lake. The 13,400-acre 
DeGray Lake was created when the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) built 
DeGray Dam on the Caddo River for the pur-
pose of flood control, electricity generation, 
and drinking water supply for the city of 
Arkadelphia. 

DeGray Lake is vital in the economy of 
Southwest Arkansas. Thanks to the coopera-
tion of USACE and the Arkansas Department 
of Parks and Tourism, DeGray Lake Resort 
State Park, is responsible for more than $36 
million in economic activity and hundreds of 
jobs related to tourism in the surrounding 
area. DeGray Lake provides more than just 
economic and infrastructure benefits to the 
local populace, however. The lake also pro-
vides recreational opportunities such as swim-
ming, hiking trails, camping, golfing, and 
horseback riding which are enjoyed by many 
Arkansans. And as we all know, the more time 
the public spends out in nature, the more we 
realize how critical it is to be good stewards of 
conserving our natural resources and the 
beauty of places like DeGray Lake. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for building DeGray Lake to serve 
the people of Southwest Arkansas and the Ar-
kansas Department of Parks and Tourism for 
its work in helping preserve DeGray Lake. 

f 

HONORING JACK AND JILL OF 
AMERICA, INC.—IN CELEBRATION 
OF THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ITS FOUNDING 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jack and Jill of America, Inc. in celebra-
tion of the 85th Anniversary of the organiza-
tion’s founding. Jack and Jill of America is a 
service organization of mothers dedicated to 
empowering African American children and 
families, ensuring they have the knowledge 
and resources to grow into young leaders. 
Jack and Jill of America Inc. was founded in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on January 24, 
1938 by Marion Turner Stubbs Thomas with 
an idea conceived by Louise Truitt Jackson 
Dench to nurture and develop African Amer-
ican children. Joined by a trailblazing group of 
several other African American mothers, they 
overcame the challenges of racism and the 
Great Depression by uniting to provide their 
children with enriching experiences, activities, 
and friendships. Throughout the past 85 years, 
Jack and Jill of America has considerably ex-
panded, currently consisting of 262 chapters 
organized in 7 regions across the United 
States and a membership of more than 17,000 
mothers. Accordingly, Jack and Jill of America, 
Incorporated is regarded as the largest and 
most prominent African American family orga-

nization representing over 40,000 family mem-
bers nationwide including mothers, fathers, 
and children ages 2 through 19. Commemora-
tive events will be held in Washington, D.C. 
January 27, 2023, through January 29, 2023 
with the theme, ‘‘Tell Them We Are Still Ris-
ing.’’ 

The 3rd Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania extends congratulations to Jack and Jill 
of America, Inc. for their commitment to shap-
ing the lives of African American children for 
85 years in the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania and throughout the United States. 

f 

OPPOSING THE UNCONSTITU-
TIONAL HORSERACING INTEG-
RITY AND SAFETY AUTHORITY 

HON. LANCE GOODEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to the unconstitutional 
Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority 
(HISA). During the 117th Congress, I filed an 
amendment to the omnibus spending bill to 
strip language from the bill that had been in-
tended to ‘‘fix’’ the Horseracing Integrity and 
Safety Act, which was found unconstitutional 
by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals on No-
vember 18, 2022, because Congress had un-
lawfully delegated its lawmaking power to a 
private corporation called the ‘‘Authority’’. The 
Appeals Court said the Authority needed more 
oversight from the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), but the language included in the omni-
bus had been hastily put together and failed to 
address the underlying issue raised by the Ap-
peals Court. The so-called ‘‘fix’’ still did not 
allow the FTC to make policy decisions. The 
FTC still may only reject rules proposed by the 
Authority if they are inconsistent with the Act, 
but the Act is written so broadly that no rule 
will ever be rejected. After the rules have gone 
into effect, the FTC may now issue its own 
rules, but it still may do so only to make them 
consistent with the Act. It cannot impose its 
own policy decisions on the Authority’s rules. 
Unfortunately, my amendment did not receive 
a vote in this era of governing by omnibus, but 
I will be working this Congress to pass legisla-
tion through regular order that will fix the con-
stitutional problems with HISA. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. ANN WINDLEY 
FOR HER SERVICE TO OUR NA-
TION AND TO BEAUFORT COUN-
TY, N.C. 

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Ann Windley, who has served our 
great Nation and the County of Beaufort, N.C. 
Mrs. Windley started her decades of service 
as a Naval officer, joining the U.S. Navy Nurse 
Corps at 21 years of age in May of 1945 and 
serving until April 1946. She was stationed at 
U.S. Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Virginia with 
the assignment to rehabilitate those service 
members who were wounded in action during 
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World War II and needed medical care before 
they could be released from active duty. 

This is where she met her husband, Daniel 
Morgan Windley, III, a Marine who participated 
in the battle of Okinawa. They fell in love al-
most immediately and were married March 9, 
1946, 3 months after they met, for 60 years. 

They quickly settled down in Aurora, N.C. 
where her husband built the home Mrs. 
Windley lives in today. They had 5 children, 
Mary Lou, Daniel, William, John W., And Mar-
garet. Three of their children also served in 
the military (Army, Air Force, and the Coast 
Guard) and her brother served in the Marines. 

It is here, in beautiful Beaufort County, 
where Mrs. Windley began her decades of 
public service to Beaufort County. She served 
as a school nurse and then a county nurse, ul-
timately retiring from the Beaufort County 
school system after 2 decades of service. 

Because of Mrs. Windley’s outstanding dedi-
cation and great work ethic, she was awarded 
the President’s Volunteer Service Award by 
the American Red Cross. This prestigious 
award requires a minimum of 4,000 hours of 
documented volunteer service. 

I am very grateful for her enduring public 
service to eastern North Carolina and for the 
incredible example she has set for all of us to 
follow in life. It is my honor to recognize her 
in the hallowed United States House of Rep-
resentatives. God bless Mrs. Windley, and I 
thank her from the bottom of my heart for her 
decades of ceaseless service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF ISADORE THOMAS, SR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and service of 
Isadore Thomas, Sr. 

Isadore Thomas, Sr. departed this life on 
January 14, 2023, at the age of 77, with his 
loved ones by his side in Jackson, MS at the 
Mississippi Baptist Medical Center. He was 
born to the late Mable Wade Thomas and An-
derson Thompson on August 5, 1945, in 
Holmes County. 

He received Christ early in life and became 
a member of Holly Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church. Isadore graduated from Tchula At-
tendance Center. He worked for Baldwin, J.J. 
Ferguson, and Mileston Headstart Center 
throughout his career. He operated the family 
store formally known as Anderson’s Store for 
over 4 decades which became known as 
DOE’S. 

He was known to the community as ‘Big 
Doe.’ He inspired others to heed the lessons 
of failure and understand the secret to getting 
ahead is never quit, but always try and do 
your best. His love for western movies, horse 
races, and fast sports cars was his favorite. 
During the 6 p.m. hour, he was always tuned 
into the news. When asked how he won his 
car races, he told his family, ‘‘Just hold it in 
the road and never look back until after you 
have won.’’ 

He leaves to cherish his memories with 1 
brother, John W. Thomas (Chicago, Illinois) 
and he is survived by his former wife, Betty 
Thomas, and 3 sons, Isadore (Dianne) Thom-

as, Jr., Al (Tywone) Thomas, and Chaid 
(Lemuel) Thomas. One daughter Augusta An-
derson, son Larry Thurmond; 1 grand-
daughter; 5 grandsons, 2 great-grandsons; 1 
great-granddaughter; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

His memories live on with his special friends 
Dorthy Taylor, Johnnie (Yolanda) Holmes, 
Jimmie (Alice) Holmes, Ina (Richard) Watts, 
Joe (Patrice) Holmes, and Lorenzo Holmes. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the life, legacy, and service of 
Isadore Thomas, Sr. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLDWELL BANKER 
TOWN & COUNTRY REAL ESTATE 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Coldwell Banker Town 
& Country Real Estate of Altoona, as they cel-
ebrate an impressive 50 years in business. 

Under the leadership of Bob Pennington 
and his talented team, Coldwell Banker Town 
& Country Real Estate has become a trusted, 
household name in the Blair County commu-
nity. In both 1995 and 2008, the business was 
named the Number One Coldwell banker affil-
iate office in the United States, earning the 
team recognition in their competitive industry. 

Bob Pennington discovered his passion for 
real-estate after first selling a property owned 
by his father—a feat he accomplished nearly 
immediately at the property’s first open house. 
Town & Country Real Estate opened its doors 
in January of 1973, and eventually joined 
Coldwell Banker Residential Affiliates Inc. in 
1986. Throughout 50 years of business, Pen-
nington and his team have sold over 17,000 
homes, assisting individuals and families rec-
ognize the American dream. 

Throughout his career, Bob has led by ex-
ample and been involved with a variety of 
community boards and initiatives. 

I applaud Coldwell Banker Town & Country 
Real Estate on their 50 years in business and 
look forward to their continued success. 

f 

SOUTH DAKOTA 2022 CONGRES-
SIONAL APP CHALLENGE WIN-
NERS 

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and congratulate 
South Dakota’s 2022 Congressional App Chal-
lenge winners Katelyn and Casie Dale from 
Spearfish. The Dale sisters designed an app 
called ‘‘Lighthouse.’’ This is Katelyn and 
Casie’s second Congressional App Challenge 
victory after winning the 2021 Congressional 
App Challenge. 

Technological literacy is a vital skill for suc-
cess both in business and daily life. The goal 
of the App Challenge is to get students ex-
cited about the important and growing field of 
technology and coding. As a parent, I know 
how important it is to ensure the media we 

surround ourselves with has a positive and 
healthy impact on how we live our lives, which 
is why I was especially impressed by Katelyn 
and Casie’s submission. The ‘‘Lighthouse’’ 
app is a program to help kids and adults find 
literary material that is appropriate. 

‘‘While our brains are so amazing, they 
need to be protected. We are surrounded by 
all different kinds of media that, if we’re not 
careful, can poorly program our brains espe-
cially those of young people and children in 
ways that we don’t even notice or understand 
. . . that is why we created Lighthouse,’’ said 
the Dales. 

Congratulations again to Katelyn and Casie. 
f 

HONORING THE OXFORD, 
MICHIGAN COMMUNITY 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to the strength, resilience, and 
heart of Oxford, Michigan: a small town that 
was forever changed on November 30, 2021. 
That day, the world watched in horror as news 
broke that a gunman had opened fire at Ox-
ford High School, killing four people and injur-
ing eight others. It was a community-wide 
tragedy the depth and breadth of which I have 
never experienced, and one that forever 
changed the trajectory of life for all those in 
and around Oxford. 

But before it was a headline, Oxford was a 
close-knit town, the kind of place where neigh-
bors reach out to help neighbors, where peo-
ple of all ages gather at the local diner sport-
ing Wildcat blue and gold before packing the 
stands for Friday night football games. 

After the unimaginable happened, Oxford 
was fundamentally changed, clothed from 
head to toe in profound and overwhelming 
grief. While that grief will never completely lift, 
I have seen this community transform yet 
again through countless acts of kindness and 
bravery—both from around the world and from 
right within this community—because Oxford 
is a place where neighbors reach out to help 
neighbors. 

The examples would fill a library, but to 
share just a few: the legions of Oxford busi-
nesses like Meijer, Sick Pizza, and Legacy 
Center that opened their doors to provide a 
safe haven for students and families and 
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
support victims. Their contributions, both finan-
cial and emotional, are too numerous to count 
and will never be forgotten. 

Oxford Township President Jack Curtis and 
Oxford Village President Joe Madore re-
sponded immediately to the crisis, and worked 
tirelessly to provide anything and everything 
they could. They led their boards to channel 
grief into action, banding together to bring 
every available resource—local, state, and 
federal—into this community. And dedicated 
public servant C.J. Carnacchio used his skill 
and stalwart determination to tell Oxford’s 
story, playing a pivotal role in bringing mean-
ingful benefits and resources into the commu-
nity. 

More than 30 emergency service agen-
cies—police, fire, and EMS—rushed into the 
school that day, and today they continue to 
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show up to address the ongoing challenges of 
public safety, mental health support, and other 
needs for their own staff, for the schools, and 
for surrounding communities. 

I continue to be amazed by the bravery and 
resilience of Oxford High School students, 
many of whom have become fierce advocates 
for gun safety and mental health. And I am in 
awe of the teachers and staff who define for-
titude and service above self every day when, 
despite their own pain and suffering, they walk 
back into the building and turn their focus to 
their students. 

In the days and months since the shooting, 
I have watched leaders emerge from every 
corner of Oxford, and through them I have 
seen how grief can walk hand-in-hand with 
hope, stitched with an indestructible fabric of 
Wildcat blue and gold. Because above all, Ox-
ford is a place where neighbors reach out to 
help neighbors. 

It has been the honor of my life to represent 
this community in Congress, and today while 
one tragic day broke Oxford’s heart, it did not 
and it will not break this community’s spirit. 
Through our collective grief, and through this 
declaration, may we forever honor the people 
of Oxford and the memories of Hana, Tate, 
Madisyn, and Justin. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA COURTS JUDICIAL 
VACANCY REDUCTION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Courts Judicial 
Vacancy Reduction Act. This bill would expe-
dite the appointment of local D.C. judges. The 
sole purpose of this bill is to protect public 
safety and promote justice by ending the per-
petual judicial vacancy crisis in the local D.C. 
courts. 

The longstanding judicial vacancy crisis in 
the local D.C. courts, which delays resolution 
of criminal and civil cases, has existed regard-
less of which party controls the presidency 
and Senate because presidents and senators 
are, understandably, more focused on nomi-
nees to the federal courts and the executive 
branch than to the local D.C. courts. 

This bill has nothing to do with D.C. state-
hood or home rule. Although D.C. will control 
the local D.C. courts when it becomes a state 
and Congress could—and should—give D.C. 
control over the local D.C. courts now, this bill 
would not give D.C. any new authority over 
the local D.C. courts. 

Under the D.C. Home Rule Act, D.C. has no 
control over the organization or jurisdiction of 
the local D.C. courts, including the nomination 
and appointment of judges. A 7-member com-
mission, which is comprised of federal, D.C. 
and private-sector appointees, submits to the 
president a list of 3 persons for each vacancy 
on the local D.C. courts. The president must 
nominate, and, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, appoint 1 person from the list. If 
the president fails to nominate 1 of the per-
sons from the list within 60 days, the commis-
sion must nominate, and, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, appoint 1 of the per-
sons from the list. 

This bill would not change the role of the 
president or the commission in the appoint-
ment of local D.C. judges. Instead, it would 
apply the congressional review period for D.C. 
legislation to the appointment of local D.C. 
judges. Upon nomination, local D.C. judges 
would be appointed after the expiration of a 
30-day congressional review period, unless a 
resolution disapproving of the appointment 
was enacted into law during that period. 

Local D.C. judges are non-Article III judges. 
The Constitution only requires Senate ap-
proval of Article III judges—that is, judges on 
the federal district courts, the federal appeals 
courts and the U.S. Supreme Court. Congress 
has the discretion to decide how non-Article III 
judges will be appointed, and has chosen to 
subject some non-Article III judges to Senate 
approval, but not others. For example, Con-
gress has not given itself any role in the ap-
pointment of bankruptcy or administrative law 
judges. This bill would strike a middle ground. 
Congress would retain the authority to block 
the appointment of local D.C. judges, but it 
would only have a limited time period to do so. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 77TH BIRTHDAY 
OF ROSEMARY STOKES 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 77th birthday of 
Rosemary Stokes. 

Mrs. Stokes is a retired businesswoman 
who has accomplished so much in her life-
time. During a time when women didn’t have 
a seat at the table, Rosemary was one of few 
female leaders for the Rite Aid Corporation. 
She was promoted from a Store Manager to 
train all new store managers in the Southeast. 

Rosemary went on to open her own busi-
ness specializing in plus size intimate apparel. 

In her 60s, Rosemary returned to school 
and graduated from college. She is married to 
Billy Stokes and is blessed with three boys: 
BaSean, NaVan and Antione. She is pas-
sionate about her family. 

Rosemary will be celebrated at the Oxford 
Civic Center on Friday, January 27th with fam-
ily and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Rosemary and wishing her a happy 77th birth-
day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF BAY-
TOWN, TEXAS 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 75th anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of the City of Baytown, located in both 
Harris and Chambers Counties, Texas. 

Present-day Baytown was incorporated on 
January 24, 1948, combining the communities 
of Goose Creek, Pelly, and Baytown. Baytown 

is situated on the Texas Gulf Coast and is 
home to several of America’s critical water-
ways: the Galveston Bay system, the Houston 
Ship Channel, and the Port of Cedar Bayou. 
It also shares the bay with the San Jacinto 
State Historic Site and San Jacinto Monument, 
where Texas gained its independence from 
Mexico in 1836. Early settlers of Baytown as-
sisted the Texian Army during the Runaway 
Scrape. 

Pioneers arrived in the area in the early 
19th century and became known for rice farm-
ing and, later, brickmaking due to the high- 
quality clay found in the region. Over the 
course of a century, up to 12 million bricks a 
year were made at Cedar Bayou and shipped 
to Galveston. 

Baytown, and the surrounding region, are 
known worldwide as innovators in the petro-
chemical industry. In 1908, the Goose Creek 
Oilfield became Texas’s first offshore drilling 
operation and paved the way for significant 
growth and development. During World War II, 
the research conducted at the Baytown Refin-
ery contributed to producing essentials like 
100-octane fuel used in planes. Today, 
Exxon’s Baytown Refinery is among the larg-
est in the United States. Over the decades, 
many other leaders in the petrochemical in-
dustry have established a significant presence 
in Baytown and nearby communities. In addi-
tion to its industrial history, Baytown has long 
been committed to preserving the region’s nat-
ural resources: saltwater and freshwater fish-
ing, native marshland habitats, and waterfowl 
migration paths. 

The following men have served the citizens 
of Baytown as Mayor: E.D. Cleveland; J.A. 
Ward; R.H. Pruett; Al Clayton; C.L. Liggett, 
MD; Seaborn Cravey; C. Glen Walker; Tom 
Gentry; Emmett O. Hutto; Allen Cannon; Pete 
C. Alfaro; Calvin Mundinger; Stephen H. 
DonCarlos; and Brandon Capetillo, who cur-
rently serves as Mayor. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to recog-
nize and celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
Baytown. May God bless this town and its citi-
zens even more richly over the next 75 years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND 
SERVICE OF SHERIFF ADAM 
BIEBER 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of the career and service of retiring 
Shawano County Sheriff Adam Bieber. 

After 14 years in law enforcement, Sheriff 
Bieber began his tenure as Shawano County 
Sheriff in 2015. Throughout his career, Sheriff 
Bieber has been committed to serving the 
people of Shawano County and has worked to 
expand the Sheriff’s Department and their 
services. I commend Sheriff Bieber for his un-
wavering dedication and commitment to ensur-
ing the safety of Shawano County and North-
east Wisconsin. 

During Sheriff Bieber’s career with the 
Shawano County Sheriff’s Department, trans-
parency was one of his top priorities. Sheriff 
Bieber led and focused on elevating commu-
nication with the public by offering CPR/ 
Heimlich Training, Concealed Carry Classes, 
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and a Citizens Academy. The Sheriffs Depart-
ment also worked closely with schools 
throughout Shawano County to provide ALICE 
training. It is evident through his years of dedi-
cated service that Sheriff Bieber’s commitment 
to his community and Northeast Wisconsin 
never wavered. 

I wish Sheriff Bieber all the best after his 
decades of service and dedication to the law 
enforcement community. While a true asset to 
our community will be missed, I am confident 
that he will make a difference in whatever his 
future holds. 

Mr. Speaker, today the people of Northeast 
Wisconsin thank Sheriff Adam Bieber for his 
extraordinary service to the Shawano commu-
nity. Sheriff Bieber’s distinguished career is 
deserving of the highest degree of recognition. 

f 

REMEMBERING VINCENT ASTOR 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Vincent Astor, an early 
‘‘out’’ gay activist, theatre historian and organ-
ist and a true icon of Memphis’ distinct place 
in American cultural history, who passed last 
week at the age of 69. A flamboyant drag 
queen in his signature white wedding dress, 
Mr. Astor led Memphis gay pride events as 
‘‘Lady A.’’ A 1989 founder of OUTMemphis: 
The LGBTQ+ Community Center of the Mid- 
South, Mr. Astor was a well-known supporter 
of events promoting local history, including the 
screening of vintage movies, lectures and her-

itage events. A native Memphian and a quick 
wit, he graduated from what is now Rhodes 
College and was for decades the organist at 
the keyboards and peddles of the Orpheum 
Theatre’s 1928 Wurlitzer organ. He often gave 
tours of the historic theatre on South Main 
Street famed for its ghost ‘‘Mary,’’ killed by a 
trolley outside the theatre in the 1920s. Mr. 
Astor was also a large influence though a 
quiet voice in efforts to save the Orpheum and 
have it refurbished to its present glory hosting 
Broadway plays and musicals, concerts and 
other major public events. Gifted with a char-
ismatic nostalgia, he literally wrote the book 
on Memphis’ theatre legacy with Images of 
America: Memphis Movie Theatres (2013). In 
2019, after advocacy by Mr. Astor, the Shelby 
County Historical Commission unveiled a 
marker outside Midtown’s Evergreen Theatre 
recognizing the 50th anniversary of public 
drag pageants held there, and protesting a city 
ordinance against cross dressing. Mr. Astor 
will be buried in the historic Elmwood Ceme-
tery under an obelisk he designed identifying 
him as both Vincent Astor and Lady A. I ex-
press my condolences to his many friends, 
colleagues and collaborators, and to the Mid- 
South LGBTQ+ community, all mourning their 
loss. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MAYOR JOE C. WISE JR. 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service of Mr. Joe C. Wise, Jr. of 

Sheridan, Arkansas. Mayor Wise is an institu-
tion in the city of Sheridan. He began his serv-
ice as city Treasurer in 1971 and was first 
elected Mayor in 1988. For a total of 52 years, 
Mayor Wise has honorably served the citizens 
of Sheridan. 

Local leaders like Mayor Wise are the back-
bone of America, as they assess and address 
the needs of their communities. Mayor Wise 
has been instrumental in the growth and pros-
perity Sheridan has experienced. One of 
Mayor Wise’s top priorities throughout his time 
in office has been to improve Sheridan’s infra-
structure. This work has included expanding 
the city’s wastewater system and paving all 
the streets in Sheridan. 

Developing recreational opportunities for the 
people of Sheridan has also been a big pri-
ority for Mayor Wise. During his time as 
mayor, he created a system of walking trails 
and expanded the city’s fantastic community 
center. To ensure the longevity and continued 
development of these investments in the com-
munity, Mayor Wise also focused his energy 
on working closely with Sheridan’s police and 
fire departments to ensure that public safety 
was at the core of Sheridan’s growth. This 
work has helped Sheridan flourish, and the im-
pacts of these projects are being felt daily by 
local families and businesses. Thanks to all 
that Mayor Wise has done, future generations 
of Sheridan residents will have a legacy they 
can build on and be proud to share. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mayor Wise for his life 
of service and dedication to the people of 
Sheridan. 
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